
 

 
 
 
 
 
Offering Talks and children’s sermon 
--Written by Mike Ward 
 
The goal is to stimulate thinking around the topic of generosity and giving and relate it to our 
worship experience.  These are designed to last no longer than 60 seconds. 
 
Talk # 1----“Offering as an act of worship” 
How many of you think of the offering as an interruption to the service where we take a break 
in order to make certain we can pay the bills by collecting your money?  Trinity Seminary 
professor Mark Powell shares in his book Giving to God that we should look at it differently.  He 
sees the offering as the high point of the liturgy.  It is the point where we can most fully 
participate in the service ourselves….by giving up something that we value.  The offering itself is 
an act of worship.  By placing something we value in the offering plate, we are putting more of 
ourselves into worship.  It isn’t about paying the bills.  It is about proclaiming that compared to 
God, our stuff doesn’t matter. 
 
 
 
Talk #2—“The ‘tithe’ in the Old Testament wasn’t about the recipient organization, it was about 
our need to prove that we don’t need everything we have” 
If we lived during the Old Testament times and even when Jesus walked this earth the offering 
would be a much more dramatic and messy part of the service.  Animals would lose their lives 
and stuff would be burned.  It would get smoky in here!  I’m glad we have moved on in our 
stewardship practices.  However, have we lost something by just putting some money in the 
plate?  By burning 10% on the altar or sacrificing an animal and burning the offering, we were 
proclaiming that God had provided us enough and that we didn’t need to keep all that we had.  
In fact, that which was offered to God was primarily destroyed.  It wasn’t sold to feed the 
hungry or to cover the salary of the priest.  The tithe proved that we didn’t need all of the 
abundance provided to us.  It wasn’t until we made offerings that we were directly supporting 
priests, feeding the hungry, and caring for the widows and orphans.  Maybe we have lost 
something by just passing the plate? 
 
 
Talk #3—“Is it ours or is it God’s”? 
American theology tells us that when we go out and earn our money that however much we 
are able to earn is ours.  That is what American theology is.  You can find that in the likes of Joel 
Osteen as well as ingrained in our political parties and others.  Personal property is an American 
value.  It is not necessarily Luther’s understanding of our relationship with our stuff.  As we 
proclaim the Apostle’s Creed, we state that God is the Creator.  Most of us believe this.  



 
Luther’s explanation of this is that all of our gifts and abilities come from God, even our ability 
to have thoughts.  Therefore, everything that we have is because of the Gifts God gives us.  
Sometimes, we like to think stuff is ours and that we do things ourselves.  However, isn’t it nice 
that we don't have to be God?  Isn’t it nice that we just have to be good stewards of the gifts 
that God provides us?  I know that I have enough to worry about that I am thrilled that I don’t 
have to worry about being God too.  I prefer life as a steward of what God provides me.  And, if 
that is how it is, should we look at our “stuff” differently? We should look at it as taking care of 
God’s stuff. 
 
 
Talk #4—Regular and “smart” giving: 
People who take the time to fill our a statement of intent (pledge) or establish a regular pattern 
for giving that never gets broken, such as simply giving or setting up a recurring gift from their 
bank account give on average 10 times more than those whose giving isn’t intentional or 
regular.  The difference has nothing to do with wealth.  It has everything to do with the 
intentionality.  $1 per day is $365 over the course of the year and you can see by the charts we 
have included in the bulletin that we have many people who give less than $1 per day.  Regular, 
systematic giving is the easiest way to move up to a new giving category. 
 
There are also some smart ways to give.  If you are 70.5 years old or older, you can give directly 
from your IRA to the church and satisfy your Required Minimum Distribution, but not have to 
declare it as income.  If you have a stock or mutual fund that has increased in value, you can 
donate it, claim the tax deduction for the gift, but avoid the capital gains.  I think God wants us 
to be generous.  I think God also wants us to be smart about the ways we share the resources 
that have been entrusted to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
For a prop, you need 1 each of every type of paper money--$100, $50, $20, $10, $5, and $1.  You 
also need to be able to get to an open flame. 
 
Tell the kids you are trying to figure out what you should give in the offering this week.  Show 
them each bill.  Ask which one you should give.  Likely, they will tell you the $100!  You may 
agree that you should give the best. 
 
Then, walk through largest to smallest and come up with an excuse as to how you would 
“need” to spend each bill.  Use realistic examples, but some could be funny too.  I usually 
mention that with the $5 bill I “need” to buy a Diet Dr. Pepper and gummy bears for the ride 
home.  When you get to the $1 as your only remaining money say, “Well, I guess I can only give 



 
what is left”.  Share with them how quickly in our minds we can go from Abundance (one of 
each) to scarcity (thinking we need all that we have). 
 
For a second message, I usually go back to the hundred (or the $20 as it is close to what a tithe 
would be in this stack of money) and I get up and walk to the candle.  I tell them that I read in 
the Bible that our tithes were placed on the altar and burned up.  It is true.  It is in the Old 
Testament.  Then, I pretend to start to burn the $100 (don’t do it—it is illegal to destroy federal 
property).  Then I share with them that by burning up the offering, it showed that we didn’t 
need it after all.  We figured out how to live without money/possessions controlling us.  When 
we live with a scarcity mindset, we become controlled by our possessions and that is not truly 
living. 
 
I normally conclude by telling them what I am actually going to put in the offering and then I 
walk it over to where the plates are and drop it in (or ask one of the kids to take it and put it in 
for me. 
 
 


